


 

FORWA

Lifestyles 
lifestyles 
year. It is 
home. 

Children 
animals a
lifestyles 

As adults,
comfort a
our childr
we pass fo

Green  pr
knowledg
high perfo

 

 

 

ARD 

represent th
should also r
a belief that 

are  blessed w
nd plants the
impact the an

, we understa
as well. Impo
ren, and that 
orward. 

ofessionals  a
ge and experi
ormance gree

he values by w
represent the
neither stops

with  the  inn
ey are connec
nimals and pl

and how our 
rtantly, we u
simply not be

advocate  res
ence, sustain
en building pr

which we con
e values by w
s when we ba

ocence  of  yo
cted with. As 
ants they car

lifestyles affe
understand th
eing wastefu

sponsible  env
nable profess
rojects. 

nduct our  live
which we con
ack out of our

outh  to  appr
children deve
re about. 

ect not only t
hat  it  is not o
l can go a lon

vironmental 
ionals provid

es ‐ 24 hours
nduct our  live
r driveway, no

reciate  in  a  c
elop, they can

the natural en
only the mate
ng way in ens

stewardship
de the interpr

 

s a day, 365 d
es  ‐ 24 hours 
or begins aga

caring way  a
n then begin 

nvironment, b
erial possessi
uring the env

.  With  their 
retation, desi

days a year. G
a day, 365 d
in when we r

bout  nature 
to learn how

but our healt
ons we pass 
vironmental f

developed 
ign and delive

Green 
days a 
return 

‐  the 
w their 

th and 
on to 
future 

green 
ery of 



 

the 

Why

We d

As p
the e
well-
depe

Each
down
we d
envir

Oblig
to de

children

y Parents S

do not inherit 

arents, we ca
environment a
being, there 

ends on the lif

h generation 
nstream. In ot
develop and 
ronmental edu

gated, we dire
evelop into su

n 

Should Ca

the earth from

are about the
as our childre
will then be 

festyle policie

stands in mi
ther words, co
advance our
ucation of our

ect a major p
ccessful adu

re 

m our ancesto

e environment
en will know it

an instinctive
es they adopt 

id-stream rec
onsider curre
r own efforts 
r children.  

portion of our
lts and social

ors, we borrow

t, in large pa
t depends on 
e understand
in order to pr

ceiving that w
ent generation

in helping p

r personal re
lly responsible

w it from our c

rt, out of con
the lifestyle p

ding that the 
rotect the hea

which flows t
ns having obli
protect the e

esources ensu
e citizens. Ins

children... Na

ncern for our 
policies we a
environment 

alth and well-b

to them, hav
igations to pa

environment, 

uring our chi
stilling green 

ative American

 

children. And
adopt in order
t as our child
being of their 

 

ing obligation
ast as well as
we would be

 

ldren are as 
values in our

n proverb 

d when we be
r to protect th
dren’s childre
children. 

ns to those u
s future gener
e remiss not 

well prepare
r children sho

egin to realize
eir health and

en will know 

upstream and
rations. So, a

to foster the

ed as possible
ould be a core

e 
d 
it 

d 
s 
e 

e 
e 



 

part o
envir

In ord
know
Debo
beca

•
•

•

•
•

Chil

The 
afterw

But w
entai
eage
learn
expe
acce

of their educa
ronment. 

der to compre
wledge of, and
orah Mitchell,
ause it:  

• helps them
• nurtures t

refuge in a
• expands t

problem s
• enhances
• helps them

ldren’s Co

whole art of t
wards… Anat

why Mommy?
ls more resp

er learners, th
n if there is a 
erience nature
ss: 

ational proces

ehend the po
d respect for
 in a Charity 

m develop int
heir sense of 
a sometimes 
their intellectu
solving skills 
s physical dev
m understand

nnection w

teaching is on
tole France 

? How’s com
onsibility than

hey are inquis
personal refe
e. There are 

ss. Parents ca

ositive and ne
r, the environ

Guide article

to adults who 
f wonder, ima
frightening w

ual developme

velopment 
d the interrela

with Nature

nly the art of 

me Daddy? H
n merely tellin
sitive learners
erence for the
many ways t

an contribute 

egative effects
ment with reg

e, it's been sh

understand a
gination, crea

world 
ent; it's been 

tionship of all

e 

awakening th

How many pa
ng a story or 
s and want to

em to relate to
to help childre

a great deal 

s of our lifesty
gard to anima
hown that fos

and care abou
ativity provide

proven to imp

l life  

he natural cur

arents have h
making state

o know why. 
o. So with reg
en connect w

in nurturing c

yles on the en
als, plants, so
stering enviro

ut environme
e sides them w

prove test sco

riosity of youn

heard this, an
ements or iss
With young c

gard to the en
with nature, re

children's awa

 

nvironment,  
oil, air, water

onmental educ

ntal stewards
with a sense o

ores, grade-p

ng minds for 

 

nd often? Te
suing comma
children, less
nvironment, it 
egardless of 

areness to the

children need
r and energy.
cation in child

ship 
of beauty, ca

point averages

the purpose 

eaching childr
nds. Althoug

sons are easi
is important 
the opportun

e needs of the

d to develop a
. According to
dren is critica

lm, and 

s, and 

of satisfying i

ren effectively
h children are
er for them to
for children to
ities for direc

e 

a 
o 
al 

it 

y 
e 
o 
o 
ct 



 

Take
ecos
obse
build
many
night

Whe
to be
recyc
and p

  

 

 

 

e children on 
ystem projec

erve the anima
 a small terra
y types of bir
t and gaze at 

n children a
e learn how li
cling. The pos
paper helps to

hikes in the 
ct by installing
als, insects a
arium for the
ds and insec
the stars.   

re provided t
festyles impa
sitive effects o
o keep those 

woods, or w
g a birdbath, 

and natural gr
ir room; prov
ts they can fi

the opportun
act the envir
of recycling, a
little animals 

alks in a loca
birdhouse, fl

rowth that dev
ide children a
ind in the nat

ity to conne
ronment. One
as well as the
in their home

al park or nat
lower bed, he
velops around
access to bo
tural environm

ct with the 
e of the mor
e negative effe
es.   

ture center; h
erb and vege
d their creatio

ooks about bi
ment where th

natural envir
re important 
fects of not re

 

help children 
etable garden
on; if access 
irds and inse
hey live; go fo

 

ronment arou
and simple 

ecycling. Why

 

create their 
n or a log pil
is not availab

ects and let t
or a drive to 

nd them, the
lessons to t

y recycling bot

own persona
e so they can
ble, help them
hem see how
the country a

ey can begin
teach them i
ttles and can

al 
n 
m 
w 
at 

n 
s 
s 



 

Und

Child
theirs

The 
Biop
stage

 

derstanding

dhood has its
s… Jean Jacq

White Hutch
philia: Develo
es of children

g How Chi

s own way of 
ques Rousse

hinson Leisu
opmentally A
’s environme

ldren Deve

f seeing, think
au 

re and Lear
Appropriate 
ntal education

E

Early/Mid

Ado

elop 

king and feel

rning Group
Environmen

n and develop

Early Childhoo

ddle Grade S

olescence (ag

ling and noth

published a 
ntal Educatio
pment: 

od (ages 3-7) 

chool (ages 7

 

ges 12-17) So

hing is more f

recommend
on for Youn

Empathy 

7-11) Explora

ocial Action

foolish than t

ded article titl
g Children t

 

 

ation 

 

to try to subs

led Nurturin
that discusse

stitute ours fo

ng Children’s
es the 3 basi

or 

s 
c 



 

Liste

The w
with 
a nat

•

•

•

•

•

•

How

There
envir
the c
to wh
respo

It wo
impre
early
miles

d here are a f

way children 
hands-on, int
tural curiosity

• Children e
but rather

• Children h
biophilia, 

• If children
aversion 
whatever 
more than

• “Knowledg
environme
been allow

• A problem
adult’s, ra
environme

• Children’s
during ea
the world 
children to
doesn’t kn

w Parents C

e seems to 
ronmental ed
classroom? Is
hat extent? W
onsibility as th

ould be difficu
essionable. T
y age it is imp
s from their en

few of the art

learn is com
teractive play 
 that requires

experience th
r by the mann
have an inna
i.e. love of na

n’s natural attr
to nature ma
is not man-m

n a disposable
ge without lov
ental educati
wed to develo

m with most y
ather than a 
ental behavio
s experiences
rly childhood 
that they wi

o feel comfor
now through i

Can Help 

be an ongoi
ucation requi
 the environm

Well, conside
heir parents to

ult for parents
Teach your ch
ortant for the
nvironment. 

icles salient t

pletely differe
and self-disc

s direct senso

he natural en
ner of their inte
te, genetically

ature. Evidenc
raction to nat
ay develop. B
made, manage
e resource. 
ve will not stic
on programs 
op a loving re
oung children
child’s persp

ors in later life
s during early
when childre
ll carry with 
rtable in it, d
ntimate asso

ng debate w
re the child t

mental educat
ering the fact 
o sit as sentin

s to teach the
hildren in a s
m to become

alking points:

ent than adult
covery rather 
ory experience

vironment dif
eractions and
y predispose
ce of biophilia
ure is not giv

Biophobia ran
ed or air-cond

ck. But if love
is that they 

lationship wit
n’s environme
pective. Teac
. 

y childhood sh
n’s experienc
them through
evelop empa
ciation.  

with regard to
to have acces
tion provided 
that until ou

nels to safegu

eir children w
simple way h
e aware of wh

: 

ts. Young chi
than on tryin

e rather than 

fferently than
d sensory exp
d tendency to

a has been ob
ven opportunit
nges from dis
ditioned. Biop

e comes first, 
try to impart
h the natural 

ental educatio
ching nature 

hould nurture
ces give form 
hout their live
athy with it an

o the best wa
ss to outdoor
in the classro
r children lea

uard and prov

without being 
how to interac
hat exists in th

ildren are act
g to impart kn
conceptual g

 adults. Child
periences with
o explore and
bserved in ch
ties to flourish
scomfort and

phobia is also 

knowledge is
t knowledge 
world. 

on programs i
abstractly in

e the concept
to the values

es. Regular p
nd grow to lo

ay to teach 
r opportunitie
oom or on TV
ave home an
vide what we 

a role model
ct with the na
heir world, no

tive learners. 
nowledge to t
eneralization

dren judge na
h it. 
d bond with t
ildren even yo
h during their
 fear in natu
manifest in r

s sure to follo
and responsi

is that they ap
n the classro

tion of the ch
s, attitudes, an
positive intera
ove it. No one

children abo
es? Or must t
V biased? Doe
nd set out on
believe are a

 

l for them to 
atural environ

ot what they m

Their best le
them. Young 
. 

ature not by 

he natural wo
ounger than t
r early years, 
ral places to
egarding natu

ow.” The prob
ibility before 

pproach educ
om does not

ild as a part o
nd basic orien
actions within
e can love w

out the enviro
this education
es it really ma
n their own, i
appropriate co

follow. Young
nment around
may see on TV

earning occurs
children have

its aesthetics

orld known a
two. 
biophobia, an

o contempt fo
ure as nothing

lem with mos
children have

cation from an
t lead to pro

of nature. It is
ntation toward
n nature allow

what he or she

onment. Doe
n be taught in
atter and if so
t remains ou

ore values. 

g children are
d them. At an
V, a thousand

s 
e 

s, 

s 

n 
or 
g 

st 
e 

n 
o-

s 
d 
w 
e 

s 
n 
o, 
ur 

e 
n 
d 



 

Enco
opera
use a
recyc

Take
insec
pape
excu

As c
discu
a yea
which

 

 

ourage your c
ation. Work a
as a new hom
cled materials

e time out for 
cts. Stop and
er and pencil 
rsion. When c

children get o
ussions. Whe
ar. When you
h in turn redu

children to en
as a team and
me or feeding
s in their prop

a stroll in the
 let them obs
to log what t
children explo

older and be
n a faucet lea
u get in the c
ces our need

ngage. Recy
d create a min
g place. Let t
per disposal b

e park or natu
serve for the
they see on e
ore their natu

egin to refine
aks and is bei
ar to run a se

d for fossil fue

cle your food
ni ecosystem
them begin to
in. Or, help th

ure center wh
mselves how
each trip and
ral habitat, th

e their found
ing replaced, 
eries of erran

els and also re

d waste into 
 in the back y

o learn about 
hem build a s

ere an ecosy
w these differe
d, perhaps, th
ey develop a 

ation of core
tell your child

nds, explain t
educes carbo

compost and
yard so they 
recycling by 

imple terrariu

ystem is avail
ent species o
his will excite
personal con

e values, int
dren this sing
to them that d

on emissions.

 

d put them in
can monitor a

y assigning du
um.  

 

able with tree
of plants and 
e them to sea
nnection with 

 

tegrate more 
le drip can wa
doing these o
 

n charge of 
activity that w
uties for accu

es and plants
 animals exis

arch for more
nature.  

complex are
aste 3,000 ga
on one run co

managing the
will soon make
urately placing

s, animals and
st. Take along
e on their nex

eas into you
allons of wate
onserves fue

e 
e 
g 

d 
g 
xt 

ur 
er 
l, 



 

A Fin

The 
educ
inqui
imme
for c
certa

Whe
begin
paren
recyc
value
child

Web

Pleas

nal Word for 

promising ne
cation for thei
sitive and ca
ediately obvio
children as w
ainly guarante

n children are
n to learn that
nts live today
cle or turn of
es their paren
ren. It doesn’

bsites and 

se visit the ch

the Children

ews for paren
r children is t

aring. Take a
ous – their ca

well as anima
ees success fo

e taught from
t their lifestyle
y will determi
ff the lights w
nts encourag
t cost much –

Blogs 

hildren categ

n 

nts who accep
the fact that c
a child to the
ring for the b

als. Providing
or the first ste

m an early age
e has an impa
ne if their frie

when they are
ed will be ins

– just a little lo

gory at www.s

pt that their r
children are j
e zoo or stro
irds and flowe
 the opportu

ep in their env

e the environ
act on the env
ends in nature
en’t needed. 
stilled in their
ove, caring an

studio4llc.com

responsibility 
ust that – chi
ll along a pa
ers and most
nity for child

vironmental e

nment has an
vironment. It 
e will be arou
In time, whe

r very charac
nd patience. Y

m for direct lin

to environme
ildren. Childre
ath in the pa
t things in nat
dren to nurtur
ducation – aw

n impact on th
is important f
und when the
en they beco
cter, and will 
Your children 

ks to these w

 

ental steward
en are born w

ark or nature 
ture. Trees se
re their conn
wareness. 

 

heir lifestyle a
for them to le
ey grow up. T

ome young ad
almost certa
and your gra

 

websites. 

dship should 
with the innat

center and 
eem to be a n
nection with n

and quality of
arn that how 
Teach them e
dults and lea
ainly be pass
andchildren w

include green
te ability to be
this becomes
natural habita
nature almos

f life, they wi
they and thei
early why you

ave home, the
ed on to thei

will thank you.

n 
e 
s 

at 
st 

ll 
ir 
u 
e 
ir 
   



 

Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC): NRDC is an environmental action group, and this webpage aggregates a 
large and comprehensive listing of resources for kids of all ages; categorized links to sites that cover the environment, 
animals, plants, habitats, oceans, air pollution, global warming, recycling, parks, forests and global activism 

Care2: although Care2 is a great site for all ages, this section also presents a very nice collection of websites dedicated to 
kids 

Environmental Kids Club: who better to present the environmental story to kids than the EPA  

National Geographic Kids: exactly what we expect from National Geographic 

KidsRgreen: Center for Environment Education, this webpage offers effective techniques for teaching the very young 
group the most basic green fundamentals 

Recycle City: a great EPA site for kids to learn the basics of recycling by creating their own Recycle City 

Charity Guide: a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization whose mission is to inspire and facilitate flexible volunteerism with a 
Volunteering on Demand approach; how you can make a difference in 15 minutes, in a few hours or while on vacation, for 
a variety of concerns including children’s issues, animal welfare, health and safety, community development, poverty and 
environmental protection; however, the relevancy here is the information offered in the sections addressing the 
environmental education of children and consumers; many common sense tips on how consumers can be 
environmentally responsible and save money; this page is specific to the environmental education of children   

Family Education: has Your Child sections for age groups 0-6 yrs, 7-11 yrs, 12-18 yrs 

Ollie’s World: child-friendly, comprehensive, fun and stimulating website presenting information on all sorts of issues 
relating to sustainability principles; an interactive sustainability resource site for youngsters covering topics such as 
recycling, water conservation, biodiversity, green projects and includes a family of characters for the children to relate to 
on their level 

Kids Geo – Geography for Kids: comprehensive educational Kids Know It Network that must be visited; topics covering 
the earth, astronomy, biology, geology, history, spelling, math and so much more. Includes Miamiopia, a free educational 
virtual world 

DITC Environmental Education Foundation, Inc: resource for education to all, particularly eight to twelve year old 
children learning about animals, trees, air, water and oceans, recycling and pollution 

Biodiversity – Everything Counts: from the American Museum of Natural History, find out how biodiversity affects your 
everyday life – even if you live in a city   

EEK!:  an online magazine for grades four to eight created by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, is packed 
with short articles and activities about animals, plants and environmental issues 

eartheasy: eartheasy is a good website for general green living information but also has a nice collection of 
children’s green websites      

Meet the Greens: this site has created an array of high-traffic, compelling, award-winning content for getting kids to think 
about the world and their place in it; highly interactive, using animation and other visual techniques to keep its readers 
attention, Meet the Greens is a website for all ages 



 

Energy Kids: U.S. Energy Information Administration site that explains what energy is, what sources provide energy, how 
we use and can save energy, also has games for the kids 

EekoWorld: PBS website teaches kids ages 6 to 9 how they can help take care of the earth; animated characters use 
games and activities to present facts about ecosystems and pollution; children can build their own “EekoCreature” and 
help it overcome 

Children of the Earth United: geared towards youth and their families and teachers 

Rainforest Heroes: The Rainforest Action Network is a site for teachers and families to help explain to the very young the 
importance of forest stewardship with regards to their ecosystems 

Healthy Kids Go Green: good site for parents as well as children, with an interactive blog for interesting topics; also 
aggregates a collection of green websites for kids 

Scholastic Act Green: interesting website for teachers, families and kids 

Green (Environmental) Websites for Kids: neat collection sites, including links to the U.S. government and EPA 

EPA Student Center: well-conceived EPA site for mid to upper level school age children that begins with environmental 
basics and includes topics such as ecosystems, air, water, conservation, waste and recycling, human health and climate 
change. Includes sections for games, videos and quizzes 

EPA WaterSense Kids: Great site teaching kids about water, why save water, simple ways to save water, includes game   

Cyberspace Safety 

Every parent is concerned about the perils their children may be subjected to whenever they interact in cyberspace, 
whether it involves social networking, chat rooms, blogging or just surfing the web. We encourage parents to supervise 
their children so that they do not disclose any personal information about themselves in any of our public discussion 
areas. 

Microsoft Online Safety 

ConnectSafely 

GuardingKids 

Cyberbullying 

Net Nanny 
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